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' ™2 In the course of the film, which, 1 should say, is-hoth
i crisply directed and profes sionally acted, many curious
l| strains emerge. First, there’s the deserter himealf. Unlike
¥ his contemporary .counterparts, he quits the ar my not
because they're engaged in an unjustifiable war of
.genocide, but because they aren't killing Indians fast
. -enough or efficiently enough to suit him. Then there’s
. the general, engegingly portrayed by John Huston as one
S0 of "those plain-tatking, to-hell-with- -regulations, hard-
! K drinking, amiable souls who always manage to rescuc the
z army from the szupldmrs of its bureaucracy. Just a
) typical Amaricen general, in other words,  the _very
g o ~antithesis of those faceless, bullet-headed crotins wno
'”‘,1'-1]1]4; ;’;SL'}é?’F{ " we have been lod to believe b,f unscrupulous antiwar ;
- propagandists, conduct America s p.cs"nt war of gzno- |
“a flf"l directed by Burt Kenncdy, ", “cide in Indochina. ':g
fhete are certain f)lma about which ‘Lhe most mtcrcct- Capitalist guerillas ~ .
an fact is thet they were made at all. This l" er-day . Next comes the Robin Hood imase. /\s ov“ry pam- 5
tmn is one of them, thounn not !ways for the m'ogt otic American and lbyal Walt Disnoy fan knows, el
obwoumeaQon% . . - "people’s guerrilla’” groups—from the time of Robin
As a film, iU's an unambitious venture and in the o o the Maquis--are on the side of god, country and .
“ordinary course of events would pl'c?ozir?ly nf)'t be 4o capitalist system—although not always in that ?
commented on at all in these pages. But'a nlmz\-:../nh }h.c ‘sequence. In fact, if samething resembling a guerrilla . ;
title, "The Desorter,” has a cel'xam arnount o} |r‘m?!l.c|t group turns up among tha enemy, we knovs they are just, '
-interest these days. Even though the advance publicity “bands ‘of terrorists” or “suicide squads of fanatics.” i
made it clear that the setting was the American West in And so, at the very moment when the military require. '
thc 18305, still there was the possibility that a tinely ments of American ;mpf’:mmm have unleashed a rnassive
comment on current- questions was being me ki in thu\ techrological war egainst an agrarian psople, we are
fashion. o treated to the sight of American guerrillas fighting the -
The film concerns an army car?tam played :.'.nth savage Toe whose genoecidal extermination becomes a
.appropriate stoice! derring-do by Bekim Fehmiu {(What matter of pxuclncal necesaty because of that ommys
have westerns. come to when heroes are playcd by eactors fanaticisra, R
whose names couldin’t even ba pfonounced by the likc-rs Now there is. bsolmcly no historical cvmwcc o »
of Tom Mix and Hopalong Cassidy?--but more on 1hxs-= 'S'ch\,st that the American Army was ever able to beat. §
later), whose wife is skinned alive by Apaches. | “the Inciensat their owin game. | he Indian nations were |
The captain “deserts” the army and sts out on a' invariebly defeated by capitalist technology, duplicitous .
.ong-man campaign of blood vengsance. Tl‘aunmg himself “treaties” end the extermination of their sources of food . . |
to ‘out-Apache the Apaches, the ceplain becomes the supply. There never was anything noblz or heroic abotit 3
quintessence of the primeval jungle warrior. Naturally, as the ugly trede of Indian-fighting, which is probably why i
@ white man, ha can beat the Apaches at their ¢wn game imperialist literature has been tny.ng to make it so for §
if thUbt sets his mind to it, : “more than a century, ‘
: - oL . One could go on, for the film is curioser a":d curioser,
‘Back to the fo!d_' . i Just to cite some quick exemples, we have a minister
: After a while, Vhe‘ gets so good at this kind of thing, who is an expert with dynamite, an unruly black soldier
‘that ong of the army's more practical generals sends for ~ who becomss a discinlined member of the company out
-him and offers him a chance to come back into the fold of respect for the fearlessness and fairness of the captain, . ;
by leading a special “'guerilla’ expedition to attack the a renegade Indian (naturally) who is, of course, the most |
Apaches and break up a planned Indian offensive. “civilized"’ Indian in the flick, and the general t‘!om’lca--/
" So the captain orgapizes his special band of unortho- tion of that style of warfere which the CIA today likes N
dox fighters, trains them in the ways of desert warfare, to call its “Department of Dirty Tricks.” And we even
and sets out to take the Apaches by sirprise. The rest of have scenes of old Apeache women loading bullets into
“the filr details the exploits of the group as they learn  cartridge belts, thus providing the justification for the ;
how to work 1onetncr and cvomu Hy venguish lne ;'suh.,wuent mass slaughter of all ‘the Indians, |nclud-nq.1
lndxans . sehildren and, old women. v . ; . i
M this sounds vaguely like “Thc Duty Dozon and ' Well, you get the idea. Now, I'm not saying that ' i
"The Wild Bunch,” the pearallel is hardly accidental. - somecone up there in the buresucracy of the Dept. of ;
Clearly, 'in an age in which the average American male Psychological Warfare ‘and Mind Manipulation called in ;
has had his last illusions concerning his individual ability  the writers and producers of this film and laid out a

scenario for them. 1'm not even Suggesting that the film’s
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times and under certain conditions, cne man or a small
-group of men can have an impact on their ‘times and
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